The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

1. Geography

Great Britain is situated on British Isles. It consists of three parts: England, Wales and Scotland.

United Kingdomn consists of 2 large islands (Great Britain and Ireland)

Its neighbours are Southern Ireland and France.

The British Isles are situated in the northeast of the Atlantic Ocean.

They are divided from Europe by the English Channel.

In May 1994,the Channel Tunnel was opened between England and France. Now it is possible to travel through the Channel by train.
Climate is variable and humid. The winters are mild and the summers aren't very hot and it rains a lot. The average temperature ranges from 4 °C in winter to 16°C in summer, extremes are quite rare.
British longest rivers are the Thames and the Severn.
Lakes are to by found in the Lake District in north-east England (Lake Windermere) and in the Highlands of Scotland (Loch Lomond, loch Ness). The largest lake on Britain Isles is Lough Neagh in Northern Ireland.

In Britain there are very few forests, but there are Mooreland. Moorelands are in north-east and south-west England.

The highest mountain in the Scottish Highlands on British Isles is Ben Nevis (1343 m). In Wales the highest mountain is Snowdon (1085 m). In England the highest point is Scafell Pike (978 m) in the Cumbrian Mountains. Backbone of England is called the Pennines because in the central part of northern England, they extend from Northumberland to Derbyshire.

Government and administration

Great Britain is a constitutional monarchy with the Queen as the head of state. 
The Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland[ is the supreme legislative body in the United Kingdom, British Crown dependencies and British overseas territories. It is located in Westminster, London. Parliament alone possesses legislative supremacy and thereby ultimate power over all other political bodies in the UK and its territories. At its head is the Sovereign, Queen Elizabeth II.

The parliament is bicameral, with an upper house, the House of Lords, and a lower house, the House of Commons.[2] The Queen is the third component of the legislature.[3]

HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parliament_of_the_United_Kingdom" \l "cite_note-3"[4] The House of Lords includes two different types of members: the Lords Spiritual (the senior bishops of the Church of England) and the Lords Temporal (members of the Peerage) whose members are not elected by the population at large, but are appointed by the Sovereign on advice of the Prime Minister.[5] Prior to the opening of the Supreme Court in October 2009 the House of Lords also performed a judicial role through the Law Lords.

The House of Commons is a democratically elected chamber with elections to it held at least every five years.[6] The two Houses meet in separate chambers in the Palace of Westminster (commonly known as the Houses of Parliament), in London. By constitutional convention, all government ministers, including the Prime Minister, are members of the House of Commons or, less often, the House of Lords, and are thereby accountable to the respective branches of the legislature.
Britain is divided into four parts: England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. The capital of the whole Britain is London. Other big cities are Birmingham, Glasgow, Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester, and Edinburgh. Britain is the member of nearly all important international organisations - UN, NATO and OECD.
2. People

The population of Britain is about 60 millioninhabitants. Britain is divided into counties. England comprises 46 counties, Wales 8 counties and Northern Ireland 6 counties. Scotland is divided into 12 regions and 53 districts.

In Britain, we can find the following ethnic groups: English, Scottish, Irish, Welsh. The majority of people speak English

3. National economy

The main industries are steel, metals, vehicles, shipbuilding, shipping, banking, insurance, textiles, chemicals, electronics, aircraft, machinery, and distilling. The main agricultural products are corn, sugar beet, fruit, and vegetables. Britain is rich in coal, tin, oil, gas, chalk and lead.

 Industry

Britain is very rich in coal, oil and natural gas. Its industry is highly developed. It comprises heavy and light engineering, electrical and electronically engineering, aero engines, shipbuilding, chemical industry, consumer goods and textile industry, fish processing factories.
4. Life in Britain
SOCIAL WELFARE SYSTEM
 

    Social welfare includes various benefits, e.g. retirement pensions (men above 65 and women above 60), sickness benefit, invalidity pensions, injury benefits, unemployment benefits (for people without a job but seeking some employment, it is paid for a maximum of one year), widow benefits, maternity benefits (maternity grant when a child is born, maternity allowance 11 weeks before a birth and 6 weeks after) and family allowances.

The National Health Service (NHS) gives largely free treatment for everyone living in Britain. About 83 per cent is met from taxation and the rest from social security contributions. People can choose their family doctors. In case of emergency you can call an ambulance by dialing 999 from any telephone. 

 
5. Interesting places

In England, there are many fascinating places. Many people know London and its historic centre but they forget about other interesting places, for example Oxford and Cambridge are old university towns. Stratford-upon-Avon is the birthplace of William Shakespeare. 
Southern part of England is full of historical sights. Canterbury is an ancient city with a majestic cathedral. The other old cathedral town is Winchester, which once was the capital of England. Salisbury is in Salisbury Plain where we can see a beautiful historic monument of Stonehenge with its giant stone circles which are more than 3 000 years old.
West part of England has its own character. The only larger towns here are Bristol, Plymouth, Bath and Exeter. Plymouth has a proud maritime heritage. From this place in 1588 Sir Francis Drake set out to beat the Spanish Armada. Bath is worth seeing for the remains of its Roman bath built 2000 years ago. Exeter is the starting point for Dartmoor-the moorland. In this country there are many national parks for example Dartmoor and Exmoor National Parks.
The second largest city in Britain is Birmingham.  We can see interesting Victorian architecture here. In Manchester we can visit The Museum of Science and 
Industry, The Air and Space Museum. The other big cities here are Liverpool, Leeds, Sheffield and York. 
Northern England is the country of beautiful nature, many national parks and cultural traditions. 
Wales is the other part of Great Britain. In Wales we can visit snow-capped mountains and green valleys. Cardiff, Newport and Swansea are the biggest cities ere. Wales is sometimes called the land of castles. 
Scotland. The biggest city is Glasgow, an old Victorian town, the cultural centre and the heart of the arts in Scotland. Edinborouhg is the capital of Scotland. The biggest lake is Loch Lamond (lakes are called lochs in Scotland) and Loch Ness is famous for its "Loch Ness Monster".
London is the capital of Great Britain. It is the 9th largest city in the world.
